WELCOME FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF CLUBHOUSE EUROPE
Welcome to 16th European Clubhouse Conference!

It’s already two years ago that Club Itaca Roma offered to be the host for
the 16th European Clubhouse Conference. It was the first time that we did
not have to look for a host and we were very, very happy about this.
Normally it costs a lot of effort to find one and of course, to have a
conference in the “Eternal City” was above all expectations.
That a pandemic would
sabotage this intention, was
also beyond anything we could
think of. But despite this, Club
Itaca Roma succeeded in
composing
an
exciting
program that guarantees an
exciting conference. I am
impressed and very grateful
fort his great achievement.
I am sure you will enjoy it and
I wish you all a great virtual
meeting.
Wander Reitsma
Chair Clubhouse Europe
Amsterdam, November 2020
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
European Clubhouse Conference opened to enterprises and external
bodies:
This year, organization like Accenture, SPB Insurance and Falk Renewables
and personalities from other entities world such as Mental Health Europe
(MHE) and World Psychiatric Association (WPA) are welcomed by the
international Clubhouse coalition


First Conference during a pandemic:
The health emergency caused by Covid-19 is trigerring the adaptation and
developing of our model of psychiatric rehabilitation by pushing more and
more the relationships from the physical to the virtual environment


Our Thanks to our long serving President:
Outgoing president of Clubhouse Europe, Wander Reitsma, won’t be
running for re-election after serving on the Board for 12 years. Wander has
been a very popular president and has done sterling work in the
development and restructuring of Clubhouse Europe and will be sorely
missed. He will nevertheless continue to support Clubhouse Europe.


A Conference towards the future of the International Clubhouse
Community:
The new decade 2020-2030 will pave the wave for the future. What are our
goals and how are we going to achieve them.


First fully digital and virtual European Conference:
This is the first European Clubhouse Conference which is fully digital and
provides the opportunity to the whole community to participate virtually.
This allows more participants to connect and benefit from the conference at
a much lower cost
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Program Web Conference
09,00
09,55

Webinar Doors Open
Webinar Commences with Music & Poetry

OPENING MORNING SESSION
10,00 Welcome & Housekeeping rules - Aminda Leigh
10,05 Greetings by President of Progetto Itaca Roma– Oliviero Pesce
10,10 Greetings by Progetto Itaca Foundation - Beatrice Bergamasco
10,15 President Clubhouse Europe - Wander Reitsma
10,30 President Clubhouse International - Nicholas Ratut
10,40 Executive Director Clubhouse International - Joel Corcoran
10,45 Club Itaca Roma members - Roberta , Caterina , Francesco
11,00 15 minutes break: grab a cuppa, have a stretch!
(music and images from ClubHouses)
MENTAL HEALTH SCENARIOS
11,15 President Mental Health Europe - Jan Berndsen
Q&A session
11,30 President World Psychiatric Association - Afzal Javed
Q&A session
11,45 Clubhouse Europe Board Member - Pauli Löija
Q&A session
12,15

Lunch - Stay tuned in to view more of the spectacular Art,
photography, poetry and music submitted by Clubhouses from
all over Europe. Enjoy!
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13,00

SESSIONS
Session 1: WORK, DIGITALIZATION AND INNOVATION:
SMART WORKING, EMPLOYMENT AND NEW TECHNOLOGY
Francesco Baglioni-Club Itaca Milano- Moderator
Aldo Pozzoli - Accenture P.M.O -“Introduction to the Job Station project”
Dario Laudiero - Club Itaca Milan and SPB insurance
Maurizio Dell’Acqua—Club Itaca Milan and Falck Renewables
Simone Giacchè – Falck Renewables – “Job inclusion and smart working”

Q&A session
13,45

Session 2: THE FUTURE OF CLUBHOUSES IN EUROPE:
OPPORTUNITIES AND ADAPTING TO SOCIAL CHANGES
Wander Reitsma—Clubhouse Europe—Moderator
Sandrine Splantier—Clubhouse France
Alena Stanislauchyk—Clubhouse Belarus
Guido Valentini—Clubhouse Rome

Q&A session
14,30

15 minutes break: grab a cuppa, have a stretch!

14,40

“EXPRESS YOURSELF” at the 16th European Clubhouse Conference

15,00
15,10

16,00

16,30

(Pics, short videos, poetry, music)
ALL TOGETHER LIVE GREETINGS: Few minutes to see each other by
video and wave to each other
VIDEO FROM USA VIRTUAL CLUBHOUSE CONFERENCE 2020
Clubhouses in the Digital Age: how technology can expand the
Clubhouse experience
CLOSING LECTURES AND THANKS
Wander Reitsma, Oliviero Pesce, Anita Brix, Lee Kellogg
LIVE MUSIC IN STREAMING by the Club Itaca Band
A cheerful and happy goodbye
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SPEAKERS BIOGRAPHIES
Jan Berndsen has been working in the Mental Health
field for over 30 years. He has been involved in
building many facilities for those who suffer from
severe mental illness and drug addiction. Jan supports
the development of recovery-based care and is cofounder of ‘the Dutch Workplace for recoveryoriented care’. He also participates actively in the deinstitutionalization of
long-term mental healthcare. He is implementing a Community Mental
Health System in Utrecht, the Netherlands according to the Trieste Model.
Next to his job as CEO of Lister Utrecht, since 2017 Jan is president of
Mental Health Europe, a Brussel based lobby organisation advocating for
the best mental health in Europe.

Francesco Baglioni is the Director of Club Itaca Milano,
the first Clubhouse in Italy. He opened it in 2005 and
since then he direct it.
Deeply involved in the filed of job reintagration,
Francesco Baglioni started the program called “Job
station” in parternish with enterprises for the
employment of people with mental disorders.
From 2018 he seats in the Advocacy Group of Clubhouse Europe.
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Beatrice Bergamasco is involved with the Italian
Association Progetto Itaca in Milano since its birth
1998, where she covered the role of President and
Board Member. She brought the Clubhouse model to
Italy and helped establishing the first center, Club
Itaca in Milano; was co-founder of Progetto Itaca
Roma and supported establishing and developing
other Italian Clubhouses and the umbrella organization Fondazione
Progetto Itaca. Since 2008 Beatrice has been a member of the Board of
Clubhouse International in New York and has been the first Chair of the
association Clubhouse Europe in Amsterdam in 2011. Beatrice Bergamasco
is a committed advocate of the Clubhouse Model internationally.

Joel Corcoran, as Executive Director of Clubhouse
International, is a global advocate working on behalf
of millions of people living mental illness. Joel has
worked in the field of community mental health and
psychiatric rehabilitation since 1981. Prior to
Clubhouse, Joel worked with disadvantaged inner city
youth, in large psychiatric hospitals, as an
administrator with a multi-state mental health agency
and campaigned locally and nationally for mental health services reform .
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Afzal Javed is currently working as President Elect
World Psychiatric Association (WPA). His areas of
special interest are Psychosocial Rehabilitation, Social
and Transcultural Psychiatry and Psychiatric Research.
His academic skills have been invaluable when
publishing more than 110 scientific papers and being
author of six books/monographs on different topics of
psychiatry. He is currently involved in a number of projects on
Schizophrenia and is completing audits in different clinical aspects of long
term management of chronic mentally ill in the community.
Lee Kellogg has been a Program Officer with
Clubhouse International since 2015 working to support
Clubhouse. Accreditation, Training, and Clubhouse
Development. Prior to working directly with Clubhouse
International, Lee was the director of a Clubhouse in
Michigan for 17 years during which time he took an
active lead with Clubhouse Michigan.
Pauli Löija, is a Member of the Clubhouse Europe
Board since 2014. He is a Finn living in Helsinki, capital
of Finland. He has been working in many different
kinds of jobs until his illness became too difficult to
handle in 2006. Member of the Helsingin Klubitalo
(Helsinki Clubhouse) since April 2007, where he was
couple of years also member of the board. He has
been also member in the Faculty of the Clubhouse International and made
some accreditations in the Nordic countries. In the last years Pauli gives a
great support coordinating the Clubhouse Europe newsletter, and helping
disseminating the Clubhouse Model.
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Anita Brix Lambæk, European Program Officer with
Clubhouse International
I have been working in Clubhouses since 2007 first as
generalist staff and later director. I was for a period of
6 years on the board of the Danish Clubhouse coalition
before I started my position with Clubhouse
International in 2015. I am the only Clubhouse
International staff based in Europe where I work out of Denmark. I hold a
B.A in public health and a M.A in Public Administration.

“Sandrine Plantier, Director of Clubhouse Lyon since
May 2017. She has acquired experiences both in the
corporate world for 15 years (Eurosport and TF1
media group) and in associations (Play International –
SOS Group, The Salvation Army as volunteer and she
co-founded an association in Niger to support street
children during their studies)”

Nicholas Ratut Born in London and educated in the UK
and Austria, having lived in Paris and New York, doing
business across all continents, has a multi-cultural global
perspective and approach.Nicholas joined the Board of
Clubhouse International in 2007. He is passionate about
developing the Clubhouse model worldwide and was
instrumental in the creation of Clubhouse France. His
personal vison is to increase the number of members
attending Clubhouses to 1million in 10 years.
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Wander Reitsma (68) was the Chair of Clubhouse
Europe from 2014 till 2020. He was strong involved
in the founding of the association and a member of
the Board from the very start in 2011. His
commitment with the Clubhouse Model started in
2008 as director of the clubhouse in Amsterdam, De
Waterheuvel. He considered this directorship as the
crown on his working life. He worked as a psychiatric
nurse, professional bargainer for different unions in the health and nonprofit sector including the public services. He also operated as an
independent manager. He is a member of the Clubhouse Advisory Council
of Clubhouse International and is affiliated with Fountain House New York
e.g. as member of the training team of the Leadership Training for the
leadership of clubhouses in Europe. After his resignment as director of De
Waterheuvel in 2016 he and his wife Zwanette travel around a lot. They
live in a small lockkeeper’s house from 1850 at a canal in a small village in
the neighborhood of Amsterdam. They have 4 grown up children, two
adorable granddaughters and two dogs.
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Alena Stanislauch, Board member and Executive
director of Non-governmental organization
“Belarusian Association of Social Workers”, Сurator
of the Network of Clubhouses in Belarus, Director
of Support Center for Mental Health Initiatives. In
2004 graduated from the Institute of Management
and Social Technologies of the Belarusian State
University in Psychology and Social work. Alena has
15 years of experience in creating and running
programs in the field of social work, rehabilitation and non-formal
education. Since 2011 she has been engaged in promoting the clubhouse
model and developing programs in human rights, mental health and social
care in Belarus. She has many years of experience in organizing
educational programs, holding conferences and round tables on social
work and rehabilitation. From 2015 to 2017 she was a senior lecturer of
the Department of Social Work of the Belarusian State University, course
“Social Design and forecasting in social work". She is the author of a
number of publications on management and ethics in social work, social
support and rehabilitation of the elderly and people with mental illness in
Belarus. Alena deeply convinced that Clubhouse model can bring a new
vision and promote changes in Mental Health Care System in Belarus.
Guido Alberto Valentini is the Director of Club Itaca
Roma, the first accredited clubhouse in Rome and
second largest in Italy. His experience in mental
health started in 2004 working in the developing
countries traveling extensively India and Africa. In
2011 he opened the Clubhouse in Rome and since
then he dedicates himself to the empowerment of
this clubhouse. He also dedicates much energies to
diffuse the clubhouse model in Europe as Chair of the Clubhouse Europe
Advocacy Group, and to be part of this worldwide Movement that is
making an important difference in many people lives, including his own.
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THE VIRTUAL EXIBITION NAMED
‘EXPRESS YOURSELF’
The virtual exhibition is organised for the European Clubhouse Conference
2020. This project transcends all borders through pictures and videos of
our Clubhouses and displayed during the Conference. Every type of art has
been welcome: paintings, pictures, music, poetry, fiction, anything that
helps to express the clubhouse experience! Every one who sent a
contribution will receive a voucher valid to stay in the Rome guesthouse
for a week for free.
This voucher will be available for two persons.
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Breaking news is about short interviews to some of the representatives
connected with and supporting Clubhouse Europe giving their views on the
Clubhouse movement. You can find these interviews on the YouTube
channel at the link https://bit.ly/2IDXEa4

https://www.che2020.org/
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